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suite of rooms in which he intended domiciling the poo? household.
He returned in the evening to the Rue Froidmanteau and found the wine and so forth set out by Marianna and Giardini, displaying some little taste, Gambara with much pride showed him some little drums, on which lay grains of gunpowder, by which means he made observations on the pitch and temperament of the sounds emitted by his instruments.
" Do you see," said he, " by what simple means I am able to demonstrate a great proposition? Acoustics by this means reveal actions analogous to sound on every object which that sound affects. All harmonies start from a common center and always retain an intimate relation to each other; rather, harmony, like light, is decomposed by our art as a ray is by a prism."
Here Gambara proceeded to show Andrea the instruments constructed according to his principles, and he explained the changes he had made in their shape and material. Finally he announced, with gravity, that, to properly conclude this preliminary evening, which had thus far only gratified the curiosity of the eye, he would allow all then present to hear an instrument which was capable of taking the place of an entire orchestra; he called this the pariharmonicon.
" If it is the arrangement in that case which causes a grumbling of all the neighbors," said Giardini, " when you are working on it, you won't do much playing thereon, for the police will interfere. Bear that in mind."
" If that unhappy idiot remains in the room," whispered Gambara in Andrea's ear, " it will be impossible that I should play."
The Count made a pretext to get rid of the cook by promising him a present if he would stay downstairs and prevent the police and neighbors from interfering. Giardini, who had not stinted his own allowance of wine while pouring out for the others, willingly complied.
The composer, while not intoxicated, was in that elevated' condition when every function of the brain is over-excited; when the opaque walls become transparent, the garret roofless, and the soul takes flight into the world of spirits.